
 

 

 

 

 

 

ESKIMOS – A winter wonderland story in Saas-Fee 

Anouk and Aimo live together with their mother and their grandfather Eero, in a small 

village called Igaliku, which is located up in the Arctic, way up north. Their small settling 

consists of a population of merely nine villagers and of course, everybody knows 

everybody. The igloos are close enough to each other that the settlers can use their 

home-made snow shoes to visit each other. Their uncle Minik had travelled to the South 

Pole years ago and settled there, but he still comes to visit Igaliku every year for 

Christmas and always brings presents from Antarctica. The best one so far had definitely 

been the penguin he brought that one winter. New to the North, the little plush fellow 

was the perfect addition to the polar bear and seal already living in the little igloo 

settlement. The three of them are Anouk and Aimo's favorite fluffy animals. 

Not long ago, grandfather Eero the Adventurer took a long and exciting journey to the 

Alps. Quite some time had passed since, and his friends and family were getting anxious 

for him to return. Everybody in Mother's igloo was waiting to greet Eero on his return 

from Europe – especially Anouk and Aimo! What stories will he have to tell the children 

about the  mysterious Alps? 

One evening, during a snow-storm, as mother was preparing dinner, Eero suddenly 

appeared at the igloo entrance. He had the biggest smile on his face.  He greeted 

everyone happily, although he looked very tired from his travels. Everyone was happy to 

see him, and they were delighted that he had brought lots of wonderful gifts with him – 

all the way from Switzerland! Can you guess what he brought for Anouk and Aimo? 

The children examined the new and strange toys with big, curious eyes. Eero had 

brought back all kinds of wonderful things for them to play with. However, grandfather 

Eero saved the best gift till last. As everyone was playing with all their new toys, Eero 
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quietly left the igloo to go and fetch something. He returned after two minutes, carrying 

a long, heavy bag. All the children watched in wonder as he pulled out two pairs of 

brand new skis that he had bought in Saas-Fee. 

 “I have never seen such long and skinny snow shoes!” said Aimo. 

Eero laughed quietly to himself. “They are called skis!” he replied.  “And guess what? I 

bought everyone a pair!” When they heard this, the children whooped in delight and 

excitement. 

Grandfather Eero continued his story with animated enthusiasm: “I was in Saas-

Fee...oh, it is such a beautiful place! I wish one day you can visit it too. All the people 

there use their skis and snowboards to go down the hill”. Anouk and Aimo were staring 

at the old man with wide eyes. They couldn't believe that people used these long and 

heavy snow-shoes to travel! 

“Saas-Fee? – Like the German word “Fee” for fairy?” Anouk had learned some German 

from Grandfather Eero during the last great snow storm, when they had to stay in their 

igloo for two days.  “Does that mean a real fairy lives there?” Anouk asked. 

Eero answered, “Hm…I am not sure. That is a secret still to be discovered...maybe one 

day you two will discover that fairy!” Eero's eyes twinkled. 

Mother had finished preparing their meals and asked the children and Eero to sit 

around the fire to eat. It was Eero's favorite time of day.   

“Can we try the skis after dinner?” Aimo couldn't wait to try his new snow-planks. 

“Better not, kiddo” replied Eero. “It's dark, it's very cold, and I am tired from my travels. 

After dinner, I'm going to lie down. But why don't we try skiing first thing tomorrow 

morning? It's gonna be a sunny day.” 

The two children played with their food, lost in thought about the fairy. The thought of 

her whereabouts did not let go of them. Suddenly, after a minute of silence, Aimo 

blurted out: “Anouk and I will travel to Saas-Fee. We will find out if the fairy really exists, 

as grandpa said!” 

Mother glanced at Eero and frowned. Eero cheekily smirked and hushed the children: 

“Okay okay, take it easy Aimo. I have just returned from a long journey. Saas-Fee is not 

just around the corner! It is so far away, that they do even know how to build igloos 

there! Such a long passage requires careful planning. But, don’t you worry, the three of 

us will go there together sooner or later.” He then smiled at them and ruffled their hair. 

“But first, before your food turns cold, you must finish all of your dinner!” 

The children stopped talking and cleared their bowls. They couldn't believe their good 

luck, and that night they could barely sleep, wondering about what skiing feels like, and 

most of all; wondering about finding the mystical fairy in Saas-Fee. 



Early next morning, before sunrise, the children struggled out of their fur beds and sat 

themselves at the fire with tired eyes, munching away at their breakfasts. 

When dawn finally arrived, they ran out of the igloo, searching for the place Eero had 

left their new skis. They found them resting on Uncle Minik's old igloo. “Ooh, what 

happened here?”, Aimo asked. One pair of skis had frozen together! Anouk examined 

the two pieces of wood. They now looked like one big, smooth plank.   

Eero emerged from Mother's igloo, yawning and stretching. “Uhu! What a beautiful 

morning!” He saw Anouk and Aimo over by Uncle Minik's old igloo and rushed up to 

them. He examined the frozen skis. He tried to pull them apart, but even him, with all 

his strength, could not do this. “Oh, you know what? With this you can probably slide 

down the hill even better! There is a lot more space on it,” Eero said. He added with a 

smile: “Now you have a...snowboard!” 

 “Cool! The board is mine!” Anouk exclaimed excitedly. Grandpa explained to the kids 

how to put on the bindings and how to use the poles. All day long the children were 

tirelessly played with their new skis and snowboard. They went up all the hills 

surrounding the settlement, up and down, all day long – a few times landing face-first in 

the deep snow! They played until sundown, until finally Eero called them back to the 

igloo. With rosy cheeks, shiny eyes and a ravenous appetite, the two ate their dinner 

before they fell into bed. What a day it was! 

Weeks passed by until Eero grandly announced to all that the journey to Switzerland 

would begin in one week's time. The children were super excited and could not hold 

back their anticipation. 

“We are finally going to the 'Fairy'-land!” Anouk exclaimed. “I dreamt almost every night 

of it since you returned one month ago, grandpa Eero.” Aimo nodded: “Yes, I have also 

not been able to think of anything else other than this fairy.” The week passed quickly 

and the day of departure arrived. A big sled with luggage, the skis, poles and snowboard 

was packed and ready. Of course, the penguin, polar bear and seal were on board too. 

After all, they were an important part of the family. Mother waved them goodbye with 

teary eyes – she would stay and look after the igloo while they went on their journey. 

The kids waved her good-bye long after they departed, until they could not see her 

anymore on the horizon. 

The children used the long journey to catch up on some well-needed sleep. They did not 

sleep a minute the previous night. During their trip, they had to change from the sled to 

a big boat, then to a train. After many hours, they finally made their last transfer to the 

bus that took them up into the mountains. Aimo and Anouk were overwhelmed with 

wonder  when they saw the countless snow-covered peaks. At home in Greenland, 

there are many ice bergs, but they cannot be compared to these majestic peaks. After a 



seemingly endless journey, they had finally arrived in Saas-Fee. They were all knackered 

and fall asleep in no time. 

The next morning, they were eager to try out their skis and the snowboard and of 

course start their quest to find the fairy. They slid down all the surrounding hills. They 

were so happy that their eyes outshone even the sun. When they returned to the 

village, they overheard some locals talking about a new snow sport school. They learned 

that there are more slopes further up the glacier, which are supposed to be way wider 

and longer than the ones they skied on today. Maybe the fairy lives up there? 

The kids would love to go and see themselves. Though unfortunately, they needed to 

practice their skills a bit more before they could attempt that. So they headed out to 

the snow sport school they heard about earlier, where they were warmly welcomed 

and got to meet many other children. Anouk and Aimo wanted to take part in the 

lessons all week. 

And so, after everybody gathered in the snow sport school, the kids proudly presented 

their skis and the funny-looking snowboard. Eero had now fitted the skis together, since 

the ice had melted on the journey and Anouk had insisted on keeping them as a single 

board. 

The days passed quickly and the two siblings learned how to navigate on their skis and 

snowboard. Finally, the day arrived that they were ready to go up to the big slopes on 

the glacier. They took the gondola which took them all the way up the mountain. 

Anouk was in awe of the view: “This must be the pearl of the Alps! I hope we will find 

the fairy.” At the top, the two adventurers broke away from their group in order to 

begin their mission to find the fairy. The sun was out but soon, the clouds started to roll 

in and the sky had turned grey. The weather in the mountains can change rapidly, and 

so the two children found themselves surrounded by a white wall. 

Then suddenly, Anouk spotted a figure on top of a small snow peak. “The fairy, the 

fairy!” Aimo squinted through the fog and at first could not see anything. “Over there 

on that hill!”, Anouk whispered excitedly. And then, he saw the mysterious figure. 

“That has to be her!” he mumbled, overwhelmed. They were both so captured by this 

appearance, that they didn't notice that the wind had gotten stronger. Unexpectedly, 

the fog had disappeared and with it the fairy. The sun had come out again and the kids 

were sad that the sunlight took the fair away. Nevertheless, Anouk and Aimo were 

convinced that they had indeed seen the glacier fairy. 

 Content with their discovery, they mingled back into the group and told everybody 

about their find. The other kids were all eyes and ears and swore with “Inuk-promise! 

Oqaaseq” to keep the secret to themselves. 



Back in the village, the day ended with an afternoon of singing, playing and cake-eating. 

Not one of the kids told a word about the fairy. Only the penguin, the polar bear and 

the seal know the story, but they will of course also keep it to themselves, as friends do. 

One day, the snow school director assembled all children to ask them for help: “Our 

school needs a name. Does anyone have an idea?” The kids looked at Anouk and Aimo 

and all with one voice they shout: ESKIMOS! ESKIMOS!” The director smirked and said: 

“But of course! What a great name!” Everybody applauded, and that is how the 

ESKIMOS was born and exists until today. You can recognize them by their jackets, that 

have – who would have thought – an Eskimo on them. 

Since that day, Eero, Anouk and Aimo come to visit Saas-Fee every winter. They come to 

ski and snowboard and of course bring presents from Greenland to surprise the other 

ESKIMOS. Their heart-warming “Aluu” (good day), is known by every child in town by 

now. The sighting of the glacier fairy has stayed a secret until today. Even though they 

never got to see her again, Saas-Fee has a very special place in their hearts and will 

always be magical for the two of them. 
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Legende only in German version : 

Eskimo ist die Sammelbezeichnung für die indigenen Völker im nördlichen Polargebiet, deren Siedlungsgebiet 

sich von Nordostsibirien über die Beringstraße und die arktischen Regionen Alaskas und Kanadas bis nach 

Grönland erstreckt. 

Als Inuit (Einzahl: Inuk) bezeichnen sich die indigenen Volksgruppen, die im arktischen Zentral- und 

Nordostkanada sowie auf Grönland leben. 

Zu den Eskimo-Sprachen gehören das Inuktitut oder auch Eastern Eskimo, das im Norden Alaskas, in Kanada und 

Grönland verbreitet ist, sowie die Yupik-Sprachen im Westen Alaskas und in Sibirien. 

Die grönländische Landfauna ist äusserst artenarm. Abgesehen von Nutztieren wie Schafen oder Schlittenhunden 

gibt es in Grönland wenige Landsäugetiere: Eisbären, Moschusochsen, Hermeline, Polarfüchse und Lemminge.  

Eero : finnische Form von Eric „der ewige Herrscher“. 

Anouk : „die Feine“ 

Aimo : „gut, grossartig“ 

Minik : sämiger Fischtran in Grönland 

 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigene_V%C3%B6lker
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polargebiet
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibirien
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beringstra%C3%9Fe
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arktis
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanada
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gr%C3%B6nland
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigene_V%C3%B6lker
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanada
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanada
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gr%C3%B6nland
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inuktitut
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eskimosprachen
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanada
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gr%C3%B6nland
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yupik
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sibirien

